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GRA Requirements on & Machine Translation Cepebility

1. The tramslation of foreign lenguage documents inmto English
is becaming a reality imstemd of s potentiality with the recent
demonstration of s mechine syatesm which can translate Russian into
Englich at a high rate of speed. The product is not polisbed, but
it gives the correet mesning and represents s significant brosdening
of the resource twse nwailsble to researchers needing to use foreign
langunge documents as either the only available source or ac &
supplementary one. At present the system is limited to translation
of Ruseian into English; but it is plsoned to extend it toc handle
other languages for whieh there isc a demonstrated translation need.

2. It is requested that you review your present aand potential
needs for translation of foreign langusge documents into Bnglish.
It iz to be assumed that thers would be no limits placed on the
axount of material or the languages that could be presented for
transiation. The reviaw should enswey, but is not necessarily
limited to, the following questions:

a. In vhat languages would translation be required?

b. ¥hat subjects, fields, or diseiplines wounld you
require to be covered?

¢c. What is the estimmted amount of material thet would
be presented for such translation? State as a number of pages.

d. BNow important is it that an unlimited translation
gapability be developed and made available?

3. Your reply should be returned to this office by
€.0.B. 6 June 1960.
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